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The cornet’s tidal splitting near Jupiter oo caring on July ‘i, 1992, did not represent
the ultimate breaku pof its nucleos Liefore the catast rophic collision with the planet
two years later. We document and mve Uyate a lonp series ot discrete secondary
fragmentations that the primary componicents of the progenitor comet experienced
during the 24 intervening months \We obow that cach of the off- train fragments (13,
I, 0, M, N, cete)observed during the penios ol time hetween discovery and nnpa
b roke ofl from one of the on-train hag ity Forcadh CVCHIL thebreakup time and
the separation velocity vector are calculated by litting the observed o fIsets botween
the parent (the primary fragimant y ant the companion (the seconda vy fragment).
Possibledifferential nongravit ationa |l cllect: are also inycstigat ed. The separation
velocities are found to be bet weeen o and 2 m/so Whercasinost of t he ¢\l ifs of
sccondar y fragmentation took placc it ccond hiailf of 1992 i is shown that at
least one of thern (thie separation ol G, oo Q) occnred shortly after discovery
and this ciremnstance may ¢ xpdadnthe e that the Q region appeatred to be the
brightestcondensation oner anexterdader d ol time, even though the phienomenia
associal ed with the mmpacts of Qp and v are rath oy disappointing in comparison
with those of the fragments G, W oand 1A hicrarchy and history of the secondary
fragmentation events are presentc (1 an tthe  possibleinterpretation is offered.




